Easy to Read information about 8th Amendment and the
Referendum on the 25th of May

There will be a vote on the 25th of May
called a referendum.
A referendum is a vote that could
change our Constitution.
The Constitution is a document that
sets out the most important rules of
the country.
All of our laws must be in line with the
Constitution.
People will be asked to vote yes or no.
If you vote YES the words in the
Constitution will be taken away and
new words will be put in.
If you vote NO the Constitution will
stay the same.
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The vote is on a part of the
Constitution which is known as the ‘8th
Amendment’

The 8th Amendment says that a baby
that has not been born yet has the
same right to life as a pregnant
person.
If people vote to change the
Constitution, the words would change.
The new words would say that law
can be made about ending a
pregnancy by having a termination or
abortion.
It would be the Oireachtas’ job to
make these laws.
The Oireachtas is made up of all the
TDs in the Dáil and the Senators in
the Seanad.

What does the 8th amendment mean for
women in Ireland right now?
At the moment, a woman can only
have an abortion if a doctor thinks she
might die.
If a woman wants to have an abortion
for any other reason she has to go to
another country.
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The 8th amendment also means that a
woman can’t make some decisions
about her body or her care when she
is pregnant.

Why are you being asked to change the
Constitution?
The Constitution doesn’t allow
abortion unless the woman’s life is at
risk.

There may be other reasons to need
an abortion like:
• A woman’s health is at risk
• Someone has been raped.
• A doctor thinks the baby would
not be born alive.
If we want women to have more
choices about what happens to their
bodies when they are pregnant the
Constitution has to change.

3

To change any part of the Constitution
there has to be a vote.

Do we know what the new laws will say?
Yes.
The Minister for Health, Simon Harris,
has told us what the new laws will say
if the country votes YES.
It says women would be able to get
an abortion in Ireland up until they are
12 weeks pregnant.

A woman would need to go to see a
doctor to ask for an abortion.
She will not have to tell the doctor
why she wants an abortion.
The doctor would ask her to wait for
72 hours or around 3 days.
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If a woman is more than 12 weeks
pregnant she could only have an
abortion if 2 doctors say that;
• Her life was in danger,
or
• Her health was in serious danger,
or
• The baby could not be born alive
or would die soon after birth.

If we change the law, what will it mean for
people with disabilities?
Women with disabilities will have the
same right to access abortion care as
all other women.
Some people are worried that babies
with disabilities will no longer be born.

Although a woman could have an
abortion before 12 weeks for any
reason, doctors have said that it is
very hard to see if there is a disability
before then.
5

+

After 12 weeks the new laws would
not allow a pregnancy to end because
of disability alone.

If doctors learn how to tell if a baby
that has not been born yet has a
disability before 12 weeks then the
law could be changed to make sure
that women and babies are protected.

Will doctors have to carry out abortions?
No.
There is already a law, called the
‘conscience clause’, which means
that if a medical person believes
that abortion is not right, they can
ask another medical person to take
over.
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About this guide:
This is an easy to read guide based on another
booklet by Lawyers for Choice and
www.abouttheeight.com
The Centre for Disability Law & Policy worked
with Inclusion Ireland to make this easy to
read.
The booklet was proof-read to make sure it is
easy to read.

lawyers4choicequestions@gmail.com
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